located partly in Uttarasadha and
partly in Havana was dropped
leaving 27 asterisms covering the
zodiac. In order to identify the
naksatras, the ancients first
developed the idea of groups of
stars having shapes of animals,
birds, men, etc. In each group they
identified one bright star which
was called yoga tara. The
asterisms AsvinT, Bharam, etc.,
were located with the help of these
yoga taras which were referred to
by the same names. In order to
facilitate the location of these
stars, the astronomers then
developed the idea of separate
paths in the celestial sphere in
which these stars are distributed.
They imagined three broad belts
parallel to the celestial equator
and these were named Iravata,
Jaradgava and Vaisvanara.
Vaisvanara is on the southern side
of the equator, Iravata on the
northern side and Jaradgava in the
middle. Each of these three broad
belts was further subdivided into
three secondary belts (vithis), so
that there were a total of nine
vithis, three on the northern side,
three on the southern side and
three in the middle. These nine
vithis from north to south have the
following names :

(1) Naga, (2) Gaja, (3)'Iravata on the
northern side; (4) Vrsa, (5) Go, (6)
Jaradgava in the middle; (7) Mrga, (8)
Aja, (9) Vaisvanara on the southern
side.

It is interesting to note that
for a man located outside these belts
in the northern hemisphere, the span
of these belts above the horizon
would appear smaller and smaller as
one proceeds southwards and the
names of the belts are quite
suggestive of this diminition. In fact,
the seven horses which the sun rides
on are nothing but the seven tracks
of the sun, three on the southern
side, three on the northern side and
one in the middle (along the celestial
equator). They are incorporated in
the Vedas as seven metres (chandas),
Gayatri (24 syllables) being
associated with the southern-most
track and JagatI (48 syllable?) being-
associated with the northern-most
track. BrhatI (36 syllables) is the
track along the celestial equator. The
movement of the moon across the sky
is not only associated with one yoga
tSrS every day but also with each of
these belts. In other words, the
nak$atras are distributed in the nine
vithis, three in each:

Bharanl. Kfttikfi, Svflti     Naga vlthi

(northernmost)
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